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(Netherton & Deal, 2006). Typically, however, assistive technology is selected and 
implemented to assist a student in meeting his or her goals. Hence, IEP teams may want 
to consider assistive technology toward the end of an IEP meeting (Beard, Carpenter, 
& Johnston, 2011). It is important for IEP teams to remember that if assistive tech-
nology devices or services are written into a student’s IEP, it is the responsibility of 
the school to cover the costs. However, schools are not required to pay for all assistive 
technology (for example, surgically implanted assistive technology); hence, other out-
lets, such as private insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, or donations, are frequently used 
by families.

Assistive Technology Categorization
Assistive technology, by its definition in IDEA 2004, is vague and ambiguous. Broken 
down, assistive technology essentially is anything or can come from anywhere, as long 
as it helps or just maintains an individual’s skills. Because assistive technology can 
be anything, it can be instructional technology (something that teachers use in the 
instruction of all students; for example, computer-based concept mapping and calcula-
tors), it can be everyday technology that is repurposed (for example, cell phones and 
iPads), and it can be specifically designed tools and devices (such as text-to-speech, 
speech-to-text, and AAC) (Bouck, Flanagan, Miller, & Bassette, 2012; Bouck, Shurr 
et al., 2012; Edyburn, 2004). In other words, the definition of assistive technology can 
leave one with two questions: “What isn’t assistive technology?” and “When is some-
thing assistive technology?” (Edyburn, 2004).

Given the questions surrounding what is and what is not assistive technology, a 
way to better understand assistive technology is through the different categorization 
schemes. One way in which assistive technology is often categorized is through the 
level of technology. While typically one conceptualizes assistive technology as low-tech 
(minimum technology) or high-tech (sophisticated technology), other conceptualiza-
tions also exist, including no-tech, low-tech, mid-tech, or high-tech as well as low-tech, 
moderate-tech (or mid-tech), or high-tech (Blackhurst, 1997; Edyburn, 2005; Johnson, 
Beard, & Carpenter, 2007; Vanderheiden, 1984). No-tech assistive technology most 
commonly refers to when no tool or device is actually used, but perhaps a teaching 
strategy is implemented, such as a mnemonic (Behrmann & Jerome, 2002; Blackhurst, 

instructional technology: Any 
apparatus or device that supports the 
teaching–learning process, such as 
computers or televisions; a tool for the 
delivery of instruction.

  TABLE 5.3  Representative State Programs  
for Assistive Technology

State Statewide Assistive Technology Project 

Alabama STAR

www.rehab.alabama.gov/individuals-and-families/star

Michigan Michigan Integrated Technology Supports (MITS)

mits.cenmi.org/Home.aspx

Minnesota Minnesota STAR Program

www.starprogram.state.mn.us/index.htm

Ohio Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence (OCALI)

www.ocali.org/center/at

Texas Texas Assistive Technology Network (TATN)

www.texasat.net


